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THE FIRST ARMY IN POSITION NOBTH OF THE

AlSNE

The Army Operation Order issued from Fontenoy
at 8 p.m. on the llth September informed the Army that
the enemy's advanced guards had appeared on the
front, that Compiegne had been bombarded by a
detachment of Maunoury's Army, that the 13th
Infantry Division had arrived on the front Braisne-
Fismes, and that the Second Army was along the Vesle
on both sides of Reims. It then ran as follows:

" 3. The First Army will take up a position of readi-
ness north of the Aisne to-morrow.

" 4. Starting at 2 a.m., those units of the Army still
south of the Aisne will move across to the northern
bank, masking their withdrawal by rearguards. The
divisions already on the northern bank will take up
positions to cover the retirement: all heavy artillery to
be on the northern bank. The positions of the IV.
Corps will be taken over by the IV. Reserve Corps
on the high ground at Nouvron and Vaux: they will
be occupied at daybreak. All train and* baggage
south of the Aisne are to be sent on immediately by
the roads mentioned in paragraph 5.

" 5. The roads are allotted as follows: the 5th Infantry
Division of the III. Corps with Kraewel's Brigade of
the IX. Corps by Venizel to the high ground about
Conde. The 6th Infantry Division from Tartiers
through Bieuxy-Bagneux-Juvigny-Terny Sorny to
Nanteuil-la-Fosse. The 3rd Infantry Division of the
II. Corps through Soissons on to the high ground about
Crouy and Bucy-le-Long. Soissons is to be strongly
held. The road through Vaux is allotted to the IV.